INSTINCT,  INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

only to be obtained by prizes and eanings. On the contrary,
the terms are merely used to cover all marks of approbation
and all signs of disapproval. Whether we will or no, we
do "* reward " and " punish " " The mother neglects her
children when they are quiet, and plays with them when they
cry," says Thorndike; " consequently there are many crying
babies. The child is refused a favour when he asks once, but
if he teases a score of times it is finally granted; conse-
quently there are many teasing boys/'

One of the most potent rewards, one of the most satisfying
situations which exists for human adult or child, is the
realization that one can do what one's fellows can do.
Imitation in the automatic narrow sense may be of rare
occurrence in man, as some aver. But in a wider sense,
as the habitual result of finding satisfaction in being like
others, it is one of the commonest of human qualities
Children naughty at home become quiet, obedient, and
cheerful at school, because it pleases them to be like others.
A child who has found no pleasure in trying to read finds a
pleasure in trying to do what his comrades can do. Clearly
this kind of imitation easily shades off into emulation and
competition. But it is desirable that its main strength
should not go down this channel There is another way in
which the instinct can develop. Instead of the child's
impulse to be like his comrades growing into a wish to excel
them, it may grow, if properly directed, into a wish to be
like other and more ideal characters Out of imitation may
grow emulation, but also hero-worship. Very early the
baby wants to play at doing what father and mother do. For
some years this occupation employs much of the child's
leisure time The imitation becomes more fundamental
and less superficial Knowledge of the details and the
meaning of the parents' occupation grows, and the imitation
grows pan^pMSv. It extends to comprise imitation of many
other adults, the milkman, the policeman, the blacksmith
The manipulative instinct joins forces and helps to develop
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